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www.cte-twinrivers.org 

Rabbi Aaron Gruman 
“We’re Not Just a Shul, We’re a Family” 

      For the week of 1/21 - 1/28

Fri 1/21 Shabbos Sun Mon-Thurs
Shacharis - 6:15 am Daf Yomi - 8:00 am Shacharis - 8:15 am Shacharis  - 6:15 am

Candle Lighting -4:45 pm Shacharis - 9:00 am Daf Yomi -  9:00 am Mincha  - 1:45 pm

Maariv  - 8:00 pm

Daf Yomi -  8:15 pm

Maariv/Shabbos ends -5:50pm

Avos U'Bonim - 6:50 pm

Candle Lighting - 4:54 pm Batya Girls program -7:45pm

Rabbi's Chumash Class - 7:00pm

Women's Tehilim Group : 8:45pm   at the Goldstein's, 49 Twin Rivers Dr. 

 One on one learning - call Leib Miller 732-618-4444  for info  

Wednesday: 

Tuesday: 

Mincha/Maariv - 4:45pmMincha followed by 

Kabbalas Shabbos - 4:50pm

Mincha followed by 

Shalosh Seudos - 4:30pm

Next Week  (Friday)- 1/21

Mincha followed by 

Kabbalas Shabbos -4:59pm

 

LATEST TIME FOR SHEMA – 9:43am 

Mazel Tov to Binyamin and Lina Shedrinsky on their wedding this 

past week!!!!!   

Kiddush this week is being sponsored by Hoffman’s in memory of 

Judy’s father's yahrtzeit, Dr. Seymour Berdy, Chanan Shimon ben 

Dovid 

Upcoming Events: 

The Trenton Devils game against the Wheeling Nailers is on Sunday, 

February 20 beginning at 4:00 PM.  Tickets are $20 per adult and $12 

per child.  Contact Rick Klein if you’re interested 371-9221. 
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http://www.cte-twinrivers/


Save the Date!  Sunday, March 6, 2011 at 7PMat 

the shul-Join us for a "fun"draising event- 

The authors and creators of "Newlywed Kosher" 

will be demonstrating and preparing dishes to 

delight your palates. More info will follow- 

CTE Bowling Night, was GREAT!!! Thank you 

Josh Beiber for organizing it.  

Avos Ubanim! This week’s sponsor: The Sears!! 

Next Week: the Hoffman’s.   

 

Elkie's homemade challahs are now available for 

sale! Large, medium, whole wheat, and  garlic.  

Just call and come on over. Special orders are 

welcome. call:  732-740-1864 

CTE’s scrip shopping program is being handled by 

Sharon Gevertzman (443-6618) and Fran Braun 

(426-1792). You can also purchase scrip by contacting 

any one of our dealers: Clara (448-3158), Joan (448-0254), 

Arthur Horn (448-9358), Barbara Jacobi (426-0654) or 

David Saxe (360-0662) or submit orders with payment in 

the shul mailbox. Let’s keep the momentum going!!! Note: to 

see what other scrip is available, that may not be listed on 

the order form, you can go to http://www.glscrip.com/  

 

Remember that… 

 

 Rabbi Gruman can be reached Sunday thru Friday from 9:45 – 

10:45am @ 448-7114 or (908) 770-8922 

Youth of today… 

“Youth Corner"  
Rabbi Chinn, Director 

 

Junior NCSY  

Rabbi Chinn, Advisor  
(609) 903-6225 rabbichinn@gmail.com   

 

Jan 23 – jr tiger event, 

information to follow 

 

Senior NCSY  

David Mandel, Advisor 
(908) 868-3464 davidjmandel@gmail.com 

 

Jan 29 - bowling 

 

Weekly Shabbos Onegs 

– 4:00pm 

Boys grades 6 and up @ the 

Chinns 

Girls grades 6 and up @ the 

Millers 
 

Batya 
8th-12th grade girls: Tuesday 

nights  7:45pm-9:15pm & 

Sundays-11am–noon  

For more info call Bekka Hyman  

908-907-5118. 
 

CTE Kids Football for 7-11 yr-

olds this Sunday from 12:00- 

1:00pm at the McKnight 

School Field. Last week saw the 

Bears & Giants tied at 5 points.                    

 

...leaders of tomorrow. 

 

 

http://www.glscrip.com/


 To sponsor a Kiddush, please call Perry Simon at 448-8838 (pesimon23@gmail.com) to 
secure a date. Submit Kiddush form with appropriate fee 14 days prior to Kiddush date. 

 For a Yahrzeit/Aliyah request, please contact Zecharia (448-9816) zarusy@aol.com. A 

Me’Shebayrach prayer & modest donation are greatly appreciated for an aliyah honor. 

 To contribute to the Daf Yomi Fund, please contact Zecharia.(448-9816) 

 Members can order Yahrzeit plaques by contacting Debra Newman and completing the order 

form available on line or in shul info bin. 

 Donations to the Rabbi Discretionary Fund or CTE Parnossa Fund helping those in need can 

be left in Rabbi’s mailbox. Thank you!       

 A Gemach is an organization that has a store of things which it lends out for free.  We are 

privileged to have in Twin Rivers a massive amount of resources for our community’s use. 

There are many different Gemachs in Twin Rivers: lending and learning book gemach (Alan 

443-6190) , CDs, DVDs and Book gemach for education and entertainment (Devorah 448-

6826), shaitel gemach(Judy 443-6190), and even a wheelchair/walker/crutches gemach 

(Elkie 448-7114).  These are just some of the resources we have to lend out.   

 

 

Please e-mail the shul @ twinriversshul@yahoo.com by noon Thurs for Shabbos sheet 

requests. Late requests will not be accepted. Thanks!  Have a great Shabbos!! 

 

Yitro Aliya Summary 
 

 

General Overview: In this week's reading, Yitro, Moses' father-in-law, Jethro, arrives at the 

Israelite encampment, and advises them to set up a smoothly functioning legal system. The 

Israelites experience the Divine revelation at Mount Sinai and hear the Ten Commandments. 

 

First Aliyah: Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, having heard all the miracles that G-d wrought for the 

Israelites, came from his native Midian to the Israelite desert encampment—bringing along 

Moses' wife and two sons. Moses warmly greeted his father-in-law and recounted to him all that 

G-d had done to the Egyptians. Jethro thanked G-d for all the miracles and offered thanksgiving 

sacrifices. 

 

Second Aliyah: Jethro observed Moses adjudicating all the disputes that arose among the 

Israelites. Jethro suggested to Moses that such a system, one that placed such a great burden on 

Moses' shoulders, would eventually wear him down. Instead, he advised Moses to appoint a 

hierarchy of wise and righteous judges and to delegate his responsibilities—with Moses 

presiding only over the most difficult cases. This would also free up Moses' time to teach the 

Israelites the teachings of the Torah that he hears from G-d. 

mailto:Z1669a@aol.com
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/TorahReading.asp?AID=15563&p=1
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/TorahReading.asp?AID=15563&p=2


 

Third Aliyah: Moses accepted his father-in-law's suggestion, and set up a hierarchical judicial 

system. Jethro then returned to his native land. 

 

Fourth Aliyah: Six weeks after leaving Egypt, the Israelites arrived in the Sinai Desert and 

encamped at the foot of Mount Sinai. Moses ascended the mountain where G-d gave him a 

message to transmit to the people. Included in this message was G-d's designation of the 

Israelites as "His treasure out of all peoples" and a "kingdom of princes and a holy nation." 

 

Fifth Aliyah: Moses conveyed to the people G-d's words, who, in turn, accepted upon themselves 

to do all that G-d commands of them. G-d then instructed Moses to have the Israelites prepare 

themselves, because in three days' time He would reveal Himself atop the mountain to the entire 

nation. The Israelites were commanded to sanctify themselves and were warned not to approach 

the mountain until after the divine revelation. On the morning of the third day, thunder, 

lightning, a thick cloud and the piercing sound of a shofar emanated from the mountaintop. Mt. 

Sinai was smoking and trembling, while the sound of the shofar grew steadily louder. Moses 

escorted the shuddering and frightened nation to the mountain, and settled them at its base. 

 

Sixth Aliyah: G-d descended upon the mountain, and summoned Moses to its summit. G-d 

instructed Moses to again warn the Israelites about the tragic end that awaited anyone who 

approaches the mountain itself. Only Moses and his brother Aaron were allowed on the mountain 

during this time. G-d then spoke the Ten Commandments to the Israelite nation. They are: 1) 

Belief in G-d. 2) Not to worship idols. 3) Not to take G-d's name in vain. 4) To keep the Shabbat. 

5) To honor parents. 6) Not to murder, 7) commit adultery, 8) steal, 9) bear false witness or 10) 

covet another's property. 

 

Seventh Aliyah: The Israelites were left traumatized by the overwhelming revelation, the 

awesome "light and sound" show. They turned to Moses and asked that from thereon he serve as 

an intermediary between them and G-d—Moses should hear G-d's word and transmit it to the 

people. Moses agreed. The reading concludes with a prohibition against creating idolatrous 

graven images – considering that no image was seen when G-d revealed Himself on Mount Sinai 

– and the commandment to erect a sacrificial altar. The altar stones should not be hewn with iron 

implements, nor should there be steps leading to the top of the altar. 

 

 

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/TorahReading.asp?AID=15563&p=3
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/TorahReading.asp?AID=15563&p=4
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/TorahReading.asp?AID=15563&p=5
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/TorahReading.asp?AID=15563&p=6
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/TorahReading.asp?AID=15563&p=7


****************************************************************************** 

Congregation Toras Emes has added “Parsha Insights” and “This Week…Israel in the News”.  

I would like to thank this weeks volunteers for their beautiful and “insightful” dvrei Torah. 

  

If you would like to volunteer writing next week or any weeks “Parsha Insights”, please contact 

Robin Hilsenrath-Mael. (Robsysh@aol.com) 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

Parsha Insights – Parshat Yitro 
Judy Hoffman 

 

This writing is in honor of the third yahrtzeit of my father, Chanan Shimon ben Dovid, o‖h,  

Dr. Seymour Berdy.  My father was a law student and then became a teacher and guidance cunselor in the New 

York City public schools.  In this week’s parsha, Yisro gave guidance to Moshe regarding the legal system and 

disseminating Hashem’s laws by instructing Moshe with teaching Hashem’s laws to the appropriate elders of 

Yisroel.  This parsha is where we are given three gifts from Hashem, the Ten Commandments, the written law (the 

Torah) and the oral law. 

 

The first commandment is level setting, ―I am Hashem‖.  Some state that this is not a commandment to do 

something, rather a statement establishing that we must accept the existence of Hashem.  This commandment is 

needed in order to accept all that comes thereafter.  
 
By way of an analogy, in the classroom, on the first day of class, a teacher enters the room and says ―I am your 

teacher‖.  This lets the students understand that this is the person who will teach the curriculum and keep order in 

the room.  This also allows for a give and take between the teacher and the students, but final decision making is in 

the hands of the teacher.   
 

Moshe offered his concerns to Hashem regarding the Jewish people and Hashem made the final decesion regarding 

each situation.  ―Who took you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of slavery‖ is an interesting and important 

continuation of the first commandment, in as much as the other nations drop this part of the pasuk from their bibles, 

since they were not redeemed from slavery.  Among many of Hashem’s attributes is His love for us.  We can be 

punished for misbehavior for three or four generations if we continue with the misbehaviors of our fathers.  But if 

we don’t continue with these behaviors, especially if we try to persuade the fathers to change their behaviors to 

acceptable Torah values, we may not be punished.  The benefits for good behaviors are rewarded for thousands of 

generations.  What generations of our great grandparents did by keeping the commandments have made our lives 

filled with Hashem’s blessings.  It is our care and love of the mitzvos which will bring blessings on our future 

generations of great grandchildren.  Everything we say and do COUNTS. 

 

The second commandment refers to the prohibition of idolatry.  Between the third and fourth century, B.C.E., 

Hashem granted the prayers of the Anshe Kenesset Hagedola and took away our desire for this avayrah.  But look 

at our language today.  We see that we still need to be careful with what we say and do, even if we don’t have 

wooden or stone idols.  Perhaps you have heard the expression of the ―All mighty buck‖?  Obviously Hashem and 

the dollar bill cannot be equated.  But how many people spend all their time and effort making more and more 

money and forget the value of family and Torah?  Also, fill in the appropriate word in the blank, ―I live to ____‖.  

The word might be ―shop‖ or ―play a sport‖ or ―play video games‖ or whatever.  Is this activity taking over the time 

and efforts better lent to acts of chessed or Torah learning?  These could also be forms of idols worship which we 

need to avoid. 

 

The third commandment we are given is not to take Hashem’s name in vain.  It takes a little effort to think before 

we speak, however this is very important.  It is not appropriate to shout His name when the apple juice spills, when 

mailto:Robsysh@aol.com


the dress is perfect and you love the fit, or when the car has a flat tire or when one gets too much homework.  What 

about the profligate use of Hashem’s name for the restaurant we don’t go to, T.G.I.F., or OMG in a text message, 

etc.?  Lehavdil, to separate the difference between what was just written above; we should thank Hashem for all 

that we are given in Hashem’s kindness to us. 

 

 

 

 

 

Barak Moore 

 

Hearing of the miracles G-d performed for Bnei Yisrael, Moshe's father-in-law Yitro arrives with Moshe's wife and 

sons, reuniting the family in the wilderness. Yitro is so impressed by Moshe's detailing of the Exodus from Egypt 

that he converts to Judaism. Seeing that the only judicial authority for the entire Jewish nation is Moshe himself, 

Yitro suggests that subsidiary judges be appointed to adjudicate smaller matters, leaving Moshe free to attend t 

larger issues. Moshe accepts his advice. Bnei Yisrael arrive at Mt. Sinai where G-d offers them the Torah. After 

they accept, G-d charges Moshe to instruct the people not to approach the mountain, and to prepare for three days. 

On the third day, amidst thunder and lightning, G-d's voice emanates from the smoke-enshrouded mountain and He 

speaks to the Jewish People, giving them the Ten Commandments. 

 

After receiving the first two commandments, the Jewish People, overwhelmed by this experience of the Divine, 

request that Moshe relay G-d's word to them. G-d instructs Moshe to caution the Jewish People regarding their 

responsibility to be faithful to the One who spoke to them. 

 

"And Yitro, the priest of Midian" (18:1) 

 

I always wanted a spectacular view from my living room window: the Jerusalem hills, or the tomb of Shmuel 

HaNavi or even, at a pinch, the French Alps. Somehow, I ended up with the clothes lines of Arzei HaBira. Not that 

Im complaining. I dont really see them anymore. Come to think of it, anytime I visited someone who did have a 

spectacular view, they told me that they don’t really notice it much after a while. 

 

Our nature is to take what we have for granted. Sometimes we need an outsiders view to get us to appreciate with 

what we have been blessed. 

 

In this weeks Torah portion, the central and culminating event of Jewish nationhood takes place. G-d gives the 

Torah to the Jewish People on Mount Sinai. One would think that of all the possible names for this weeks Parsha, 

the least likely would be that of a non-Jewish priest who had tried every form of idol worship in the world. And yet 

there it is in black and white: "Yitro, priest of Midian." 

 

Why was this central Parsha of the Torah named after Yitro? 

 

When Yitro heard of the Exodus and the miracles that were performed for the Jewish People his happiness was so 

great that he felt physically elated, like someone who weeps or faints through being overwhelmed with the emotion 

of unexpected joy. Yitro had goooseflesh. (18:9)   No such extreme reaction characterizes the response of the 

Jewish People. They believed in G-d and Moshe, His servant, sure, but there is no mention of a similar visceral 

reaction like that of Yitro. 

 

Sometimes it takes a foreign eye to see exactly what you have. The following is a true story: 

 

I come from a totally secular Israeli home. By secular I mean atheist. We held no religious beliefs at all, and no 

Jewish traditions and practices were kept. Yom Kippur was ignored, and I didn't even celebrate my bar mitzvah. 

 



When I was 16 I began to search for some kind of meaning to life, although at the time I didn't call it that since I 

didn't realize what I was doing.     I liked rebels and I started hanging out with all kinds of different people. I 

dressed and acted like a kind of hippie, and caused no end of embarrassment to my parents. I didn't believe in 

anything. I roamed around the country with all the strange characters who were my friends.  I could fill a book with 

my adventures from then. 

 

At the age of 21, I packed my bags and set off for India to look for truth. In my quest for meaning, there was no 

commune or ashram that I did not visit. I got to know many gurus personally. Only someone who has spent time in 

India can really understand the magnetic force of these communes. 

My roaming and searching continued and eventually I went to visit the Dalai Lama himself. I was 
captivated by the Dalai Lama's personality, by his wisdom and intelligence. I would rise early each 
morning and attend his daily sermon at 4:30am. As far as I was concerned, he was a human being 
without any blemishes. 

Back home in Israel, my parents were worried about me. My father sent me a letter saying he had heard 
that I had "freaked out," afraid that I'd really gone crazy. I sent a polite letter back assuring him that I 
wasn't crazy but that I was now at a major crossroads in my life. As I mailed the letter I realized that the 
very wording of my letter would convince my father that I had indeed gone crazy! 

The same evening I approached one of the Dalai Lama's assistants and asked for a private audience 
with the Dalai Lama the next morning after his sermon. The following morning I entered his chambers. 
He was a gentleman who greeted everyone who came to see him. He bowed to me and offered me a 
seat. My words poured forth as I told him that I saw truth and meaning in his religion and that I decided to 
adopt it if he would accept me. 

"Where are you from," he asked me. 

"Israel." 

He looked at me. "Are you Jewish?" 

"Yes," I replied. 

His reaction surprised me. His expression turned from friendly to puzzled, with even a tinge of anger. He 
told me that he did not understand my decision, and that he would not permit me to carry it out. 

I was stunned. What did he mean? 

"All religions are an imitation of Judaism," he stated. "I am sure that when you lived in Israel, your eyes 
were closed. Please take the first plane back to Israel and open your eyes. Why settle for an imitation 
when you can have the real thing?" 

His words spun around in my head the whole day. I thought to myself: I am a Jew and an Israeli, but I 
know nothing about my own religion. Did I have to search and wander the whole world only to be told 
that I was blind and that the answers I was seeking were to be found on my own doorstep? 

I did what the Dalai Lama told me to do. I immediately flew back to Israel and entered a yeshiva. And, as 
he told me to do, I opened my eyes.      I began to see the Dalai Lama had indeed been correct. I 
discovered Judaism and its vitality, and that it encompassed everything in life.              I embraced its 
laws and found at least 613 reasons to live! And I found joy. 



Two years later someone suggested a shidduch). Anat was a young woman of my age who was also a 
ba'alat teshuvah.  She too had been to Goa and other places in India to search for answers, and she too 
had found them back in Israel, in the religion of Israel. We clicked immediately. We had gone through the 
same search for meaning, and the same return to our roots. Eventually, Anat and I got engaged. 

When I went to offer a gift to the matchmaker, she refused to accept anything, saying that she didn't 
deserve it. 

"But it's customary to give the matchmaker a gift -- and I want to do it." 

"You are quite right, but in this case I am not the matchmaker," she replied simply. 

"What do you mean?" 

"I'll tell you. Anat came to me and showed me a piece of paper with a name in it. She asked me to 
introduce her to the person whose name was written there. She knew nothing at all about that person, 
but said that she had been given his name by someone she trusts completely. It was your name." 

"Tell me," I said to Anat, "how did this shidduch come about? I want to know who gave you my name, so 
that I can pay him." 

Anat said "I haven't told you yet that at the end of my wandering, I went to the Dalai Lama. I was very 
impressed by him and all he embodied and I decided to join his religion. When I told him he said, 'Anat, 
since you are Jewish you should not settle for silver if you can have gold.' He told me to return to my 
roots and then in a whisper, he asked one of his assistants to bring him a piece of paper. The Dalai 
Lama then copied the name that was there onto another piece of paper, and handed it to me. 'This is 
your soul mate,' he told me. 

With a smile, Anat said to me, "So you will have to travel to India to pay the shadchan." 

Anat and I have been married for three years now and we have been blessed with two wonderful 
children. I am immersed in Torah study, and Anat is a wonderful wife and mother. And our parents, you 
may be wondering, how did they accept all this? Our parents are educated, well-to-do people whose way 
of life is very different from ours, but they are impressed by our lifestyle and the close relationship 
between us. And they know the role the Dalai Lama had in all of this." 

Sometimes it takes a "priest of Midian" to remind us that we have the gold. 

Barak Moore Ohr Somaych.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Source: Ohr HaChaim; adapted from "People Speak About Themselves" by Rabbi Chaim Walder, 

Feldheim Publishers  

This week…..Israel in the News  

UNESCO CLAIMS RACHELS TOMB AND THE CAVE OF THE PATRIARCHS IS A 
PALESTINIAN “HOLY SITE” AND DEMANDS ISRAEL REMOVE ITS TITLE AS A 
“NATIONAL HERITAGE SITE”  

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) said two 
Jewish holy sites are Palestianian “holysites” and decided to relabel the Tomb of Rachel (Kever 



Rachel) as an Islamic mosque, as well as The Cave of the Patriarchs (Ma’arat Hamachpelah) , 
where Abraham, Issac and Jacob are buried there three of their wives.  

Israel has registered these two holy sites as “National Hertiage sites” and UNESCO demands 
Israel remove the name, “National Heritage Site”. PM Benjamin Netanyahu said, “The attempt to 
detach the Nation of Israel from its heritage is absurd.  If the really 4,000 year old burial site of 
the Patriarchs and Matriarchs of the Jewish Nation, Abraham, Issac, Jacob, Sarah, Rachel, 
Rebecca and Leah are not part of its culture and tradition, then what is a national cultural site?” 

 These two holy sites present an inconvenient truth for the pro-Palestine movement and its 
supporters, who want to claim the Jews have no historic claim to this land.  Israel is suspending 
all cooperation with UNESCO until it reverses its decesion.  

To be a part of an on line petition, go to: 
http://www.petitiononline.com/rabbiv/petition.html <http://www.petitiononline.com/rabbiv/petition.html>

              

ANTISEMITISM: THREE ARTICLE REVIEW  

GREEK PRIEST IN ANTI-SEMETIC STATEMENT ON TELEVISION  

A Greek priest, Seraphim, caused an outrage last week with his anti-semetic remarks during a 
TV interview.  He clarified his remarks (FightHatred.com), saying he does not “hate Jews, but 
rather Zionism”.  He said that “Jews have been led into Satanism by the teaching of the Talmud, 
the Rabbis, the Kabbalah and that Zionism is a conspiracy to take on the world”.  

Seraphim also said when asked if Hitler should have killed the Jews, “Hitler was an instument of 
world Zionism and was financed by the Rothchild Family who convinved Jews to leave Europe 
and establish a new Empire in Israel”. 

  HELEN THOMAS MAKES MORE ANTI-SEMETIC REMARKS 

 The ex-dean of the White House press corp, 90 year old former Hearst Newspaper columnist 
and reporter, Helen Thomas said, “We are owned by the propagandists against the Arabs.  
Congress, the Whote House, Hollywood and Wall Street are all owned by the Zionist”. 

 Thomas, a Detroit native of Lebanese descent, resigned as a correspondent earlier this year 
after her first controversial and anti-semetic remarks.  At a White House event she said that 
Jews should ”get the hell out of Palestine”.  When asked where they should go, she responded, 
“They should go to Poland, Germany and America and everywhere else”. 

Wayne State University (where she attended school) dropped an award named after her. 

 GERMANY REJECTS MORE JEWS (AND MUSLIMS) THAN ANY OTHER EUROPEAN 
NATION  

According to a study by a German University, anti-Jewish sentiments are far more widespread 
in Germany than in other Western European counteries. 
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 29% of Germans have a negative attitude toward Jews.  In the Netherlands, this figure is nly 
10.1%, Denmark 12.2%, Portugal 20.9% and France 20.8%. 

 The study also found negative attitudes of German towards other religious and ethnic minorities 
to be more widespread than in other copunteries, especially towards Muslims. 

 TECHNOLOGY  

Google buys 2nd Israeli high tech firm: The second purchase in 6 months. Quiksee, a small 
company which specializes in enhanced photogrpahic mapping technologies that will augment 
the capabilities of the internet giant was purchsed for $10 million.  Google regards Quicksee as 
the "missing link" in enhancing its global recall services.  This acquisition follows Google's 
purchase of the initial Israeli firm, LabPixies, a mult-iuse gadget and personal website services 
firm ($25 million deal). 

New iPhone Application: The Kotel Application was released in Hebrew, English and Russian by 
the Western Wall Heritage Center. This app permits users to see a live video feed of the 
Western Wall Plaza, send a note to the Wall and use the application's compass to pray in the 
direction of the Wall.  The application is free at Apple's iTunes store.  

POLITICS, INTERNATIONAL AND MILITARY ISSUES  

German Submarines: After months of preparation, the Israeli Navy is prepared to receive its 
new submarine. In the last two enlistment cycles for the corps's Submarine Flotilla, there was an 
increase of 30% combat soldiers trained for the position, a result of two new submarines 
acquired from Germany.  Navy officials explain that the submarines’ arrival will increase the 
number of such vessels in the IDF. Source: defensetech.org  

Israel orders 20 F-35 Stealth Jets: Israeli defense minister Ehud Barak approved an order for 20 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighters in a deal valued at around $2.75 billion, according to Haaretz. The 
Israeli Air Force expects to take delivery of the first aircraft in 2015. The article quotes Barak 
saying the F-35 costs $96 million a copy. The entire deal will be funded by American military 
aid. Source: defensetech.org 

 Alan Hoffman and Robin Hilsenrath  
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